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Abstract 

 

This study aimed at determining influence of using the school library and reading interest on 

student achievement fourth grade students of SD 04 OKU partially and simultaneously. This 

is a quantitative research with sampling using all class IV totaling 105 students. The variabels 

studied were the use of the school library (X1), reading interest (X2) and learning achievement 

(Y). Methods of data collection using a questionnaire. Data analysis using validity and 

reliability tests using the SPSS 22 for windows program. The results showed that there was an 

influence between the influences of the use of the school library on student achievement. This 

paper recommends to more focus on library and reading interest of students where school 

would have good students’ achievement. 
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A. Introduction 

 

Education is a deliberate effort made by the government throughout life through various 

activities such as guidance, teaching, and training that take place at school and outside of school 

to prepare students to play appropriate roles in various living environments in the future 

(Maunah, 2009). Education is critical to ensuring the survival of the nation and state. This is 

due to the fact that education is a vehicle for improving and developing the quality of Human 

Resources. Realizing this goal will necessitate a lot of effort on the part of the community and 

the government. Development in the field of education is one of the efforts that can be made. 

Education that can develop students' potential so that those involved can face and solve life 

problems is important for future development (Al-Tabany, 2014).  

 

Education implementation must consider not only the outcomes, but also the processes that 

occur during educational activities. The learning process is designed to help students develop 

their potential, which means that education must be student-centered in order for students' 

potential to be explored and developed. Furthermore, the educational process must eventually 

be capable of directing children toward religious spiritual strength, self-control, personality, 

intelligence, noble character, and skills required by themselves, society, nation, and state. 
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According to this concept, education is a conscious and planned effort, so the educational 

process must be implemented correctly, and its orientation is to achieve the goals that have 

been set and planned. Education implementation must consider not only the outcomes, but also 

the processes that occur during educational activities. The learning process is designed to help 

students develop their potential, which means that education must be student-centered in order 

for students' potential to be explored and developed. Furthermore, the educational process must 

eventually be capable of directing children toward religious spiritual strength, self-control, 

personality, intelligence, noble character, and skills required by themselves, society, nation, 

and state. 

 

One of the educational goals has been held, namely a set of educational outcomes attained by 

students. All educational activities, such as teaching, guidance, and training, are aimed at 

achieving educational objectives (Hamalik, 2013). According to Article 3 of Law No. 20 of 

2003 Concerning the National Education System, the purpose of national education is to 

develop students' potential to become human beings who believe and fear God Almighty, have 

noble character, are healthy, knowledgeable, capable, creative, independent, and become 

democratic and responsible citizens. 

 

To achieve educational success in schools, all school components must be supported, including 

principals, education staff, librarians, students, curriculum, teaching methods, and various 

supporting facilities for teaching and learning activities, all of whose positions influence and 

support one another in an effort to achieve success education. The availability of educational 

support facilities, specifically libraries, is the most important factor in achieving educational 

success. The presence of a library room in a school institution can provide more opportunities 

for students to be creative and develop themselves by increasing independent learning activities 

outside of the classroom, specifically by devoting a significant amount of time to reading as 

many books as possible in order to broaden their horizons of thinking, and this will, of course, 

have an impact on students improve their academic performance. 

 

In the learning process, one of the most important learning resources is the library. According 

to Library Law No. 43 of 2007, a library is an institution that manages the collection of written 

works, printed works, and/or recorded works in a professional manner using a standard system 

to meet the needs of education, research, preservation, information, and recreation of students 

as the library's use. The school library is an essential component of education that cannot be 

separated from the existence of the school environment. Libraries can be viewed as information 

resource centers; these information resource centers promote lifelong learning. Perputakan 

provides educational information, educates its readers, and adds insight and knowledge to their 

lives (Suwarno, 2010). 

 

According to Lasa (2007), a library is a room, part, or sub-section of a building or the building 

itself that is used to store books, usually in a specific arrangement and used by library members. 

The difference between students who do not use the library and students who come to use the 

library will reveal the long-term use of the library. Because the library is such an important tool 

in the teaching and learning process, it is regarded as the heart of the educational program. 

Libraries cover a wide range of knowledge and skills. 

 

Furthermore, the library serves as a repository for national documentation, information, and 

cultural preservation. Students' activities in the teaching and learning process are no longer 

viewed as objects of learning, but rather as subjects of learning. Students must also be able to 
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solve problems related to the process of learning, reading, researching, and engaging in positive 

and productive activities. To support all of this, school facilities such as school libraries, 

laboratories, and adequate teaching aids are required so that the learning process can be created 

in a harmonious and dynamic manner. 

 

The organization of the school library is an attempt to keep and improve the efficiency and 

effectiveness of the teaching and learning process (Sinaga, 2009). As one of the educational 

facilities that supports student learning activities, the school library plays a critical role in 

promoting the achievement of educational goals in schools (Darmono, 2007). However, many 

students still do not use the library as a place to read and study. Even in a single school, library 

visitors are in short supply. Less active students can also have an impact on student 

achievement. The habituation of students to read has not been maximized by training students 

from giving subject assignments so that students are motivated to visit the school library, so it 

is feared that students will think reading is boring. So, in this case, the role of teachers and 

parents is required so that students no longer believe that reading is boring, but rather that 

reading is enjoyable. 

 

Reading is a verbal or written exposure activity (reading is pronouncing words). Reading 

interest can be defined as a desire that arises from the heart without any coercion to understand 

and explain the contents of a word or sentence written in a book in order to gain extensive 

knowledge (Bafadal, 2014). Meanwhile, Djaali (2012) defines interest as "a sense of preference 

and a sense of interest in a thing or activity without anyone telling you." The acceptance of a 

relationship between oneself and something outside oneself is what interest is all about. 

 

Reading is an important and fundamental habit that must be developed from a young age in 

order to improve the quality of education at all levels, including primary, secondary, and higher 

education (Hartono, 2016). In line with the rapid development of the era of technology, 

students' interest in visiting the library is decreasing; additionally, many students have not been 

able to utilize the library optimally due to a lack of awareness about the benefits that will be 

obtained. They will gain a lot of knowledge and broad insight by going through the books in 

the library. Through articles, novels, magazines, textbooks, comics, short stories, and other 

materials in the library, we can obtain information from various sciences and even information 

from all countries without having to travel to the country. In today's world of globalization and 

evolving technology, one of the most basic needs that must be met is information. However, 

few students are currently interested in reading, let alone visiting the library (Wakijo & Sri, 

2017). 

 

Reading can also help you add to and improve your knowledge, broaden your perspectives, 

enrich your information, and stimulate the emergence of new ideas. Reading interest is related 

to learning outcomes because having a strong interest in reading increases our knowledge. 

Reading interest is defined in the Big Indonesian Dictionary as a strong emotional attachment 

to something, passion, or desire (Ministry of Education and Culture, 2003). Meanwhile, another 

definition of reading interest is a strong desire to read that is accompanied by efforts to read 

(Rahim, 2008). Thus, reading books is essential for children, adolescents, and parents alike. 

Because reading transcends time and space. 

 

The implementation of formal education results in a high-quality education that is closely 

linked to student learning achievement. Learning achievement can be used to identify 

measurement standards that demonstrate students' ability to comprehend the learning process. 
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A high level of learning achievement indicates learning success, whereas a low level of learning 

achievement indicates that the learning objectives achieved in learning activities were not 

implemented. The learning process is a process that is intentionally designed for the benefit of 

students and involves both the body and the soul; as a result, there is a change in the soul that 

affects behavior as a result of the learning process (Djamarah & Bahri, 2008). 

 

Achieving high learning achievement is difficult because learning success is heavily influenced 

by a variety of factors. Assessment of learning outcomes includes four (four) aspects: 1) aspects 

of knowledge and understanding of concepts, which are intended to find out how students can 

demonstrate their understanding; 2) aspects of thinking ability, which are intended to find out 

how students can think or show indicators that they can think; 3) skills aspects, which are 

intended to find out what students can do and indicate a change; and 4) behavioral aspects, 

which are intended to find out how student behavior shows positivity (Hidayat, 2013). 

 

Several factors influence student achievement. Internal factors that influence learning 

outcomes include: a) physical factors, psychological factors (intelligence, attention, interests, 

talents, motives, perceptions, maturity, and readiness), and fatigue factors (consisting of 

physical exhaustion and fatigue, spiritual), and b) external factors, which include family and 

school factors (Slameto, 2010). The process of acquainting students with reading can be trained 

by assigning oriented tasks that encourage students to visit the library in search of reference 

materials. As a result, the teacher must be able to direct students' skills in terms of fostering 

student interest in reading so that students can become independent in seeking knowledge and 

adding insight during the teaching and learning process. It is hoped that as reading culture in 

educational institutions grows, learning achievement will improve. 

 

Researchers discuss the factors that influence student achievement in this study, both external 

factors, such as the use of school libraries, and internal factors, such as students' reading 

interest. The use of libraries by students is one of the development priorities in the field of 

education because it is closely related to the learning process organized by educational 

institutions. State Elementary School 04 Ogan Komering Ulu is a Ministry of Education-

accredited educational institution located at Jalan Jend. A. Yani, Kemalaraja Village, East 

Baturaja District, Ogan Komering Ulu Regency. SD Negeri 04 OKU has a dynamic and 

professional management system in the implementation of education and teaching as a formal 

educational institution that organizes various activities. SD Negeri 04 OKU is outfitted with 

facilities that aid in the success of education and learning. The available school facilities are 

quite complete to support the teaching and learning process, one of which is the presence of a 

special reading room or school library. The library will greatly aid teachers and students in 

their efforts to raise student achievement. 

 

We also conducted initial observations at schools in January 2020, obtaining information that 

the library owned was quite good, there was an organizational structure consisting of the person 

in charge, the head of the library, and members. The library's reading room and book collection 

are more than adequate. The books they have range in genre from fiction to non-fiction, and 

the room is set up like a classroom with a table and chairs for reading. This is still insufficient 

to accommodate a large number of students who visit the library. The number of students who 

visit the library every day ranges between 10 and 20, but this information is not supported by 

guest books, so it can be assumed that the library's administration is not well documented. The 

library is managed by teachers who are seconded to manage the library; however, it is believed 

that more people are needed to provide library services. 
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According to the findings of observations and the attendance list of library visitors, there are 

still some SD Negeri 04 OKU students who are eager to visit and use the library as a vehicle 

to broaden their knowledge horizon. This indicates that some SD Negeri 04 OKU students are 

interested in reading; however, it needs to be improved again so that student learning 

achievement improves. In accordance with the previous discussion, the role of library 

utilization for educational institutions in improving student achievement at SD Negeri 04 OKU, 

particularly class IV, is still enthusiastic about students visiting the library, so that we are 

interested in taking samples in class IV. Furthermore, the reading interest of fourth-grade 

students at SD Negeri 04 OKU has a strong influence on their learning achievement. The 

greater the students' reading interest, the more knowledge they will gain and how well they will 

learn. Based on this description, the researcher feels compelled to conduct research on the 

impact of school library use and reading interest on student achievement. 

 

B. Methods 
 

SD Negeri 04 OKU, located at Jalan Jend. A. Yani, Kemalaraja Village, East Baturaja District, 

Ogan Komering Ulu Regency, conducted this research. This research is classified as 

quantitative research based on the objectives to be met, which is a research paradigm that views 

truth as something singular, objective, universal, and verifiable (Purwanto, 2010). The 

population in this study was 105 students, and all fourth grade students from SD Negeri 04 

OKU were used as samples. This study used a variety of methods to collect data in the field, 

including observation, questionnaires, and documentation. The assumption test, which includes 

the data normality test, homogeneity test, and linearity test, was used in this study to analyze 

data. The hypothesis test consists of the product moment test, the f test, and the t test. When 

analyzing quantitative data, hypothesis testing is a technique that must be used. The researcher 

used the SPSS Version 20 application to help with the data analysis technique. 

 

C. Results and Discussion 

 

The Effect of Library Utilization on Learning Achievement 

 

The variable utilization of school libraries on the learning achievement of fourth grade students 

of SD Negeri 4 OKU is declared to have an effect with a significance of 0.033 > 0.005, 

indicating that Ho is accepted. The use of school libraries has an effect on learning 

achievement. 

 

Based on this research, it was discovered that library use is in the low category; library use is 

low because students rarely visit the school library; students prefer to use their break time to 

eat and play with their friends in class, canteen, or in the field. Reading is a way to get 

information, and to develop the habit of reading, what needs to be done is to motivate yourself 

to always want or access information, such as reading to the library, which is supported by 

Wiji's opinion, namely that reading interest can be aroused by quality and appealing reading 

material (Suwarno, 2011). 

 

School libraries should be utilized because they provide numerous benefits to both students 

and teachers. According to Bafadal (2014) the library's function is educational, which means 

that the school library provides books, both fiction and non-fiction. The availability of these 

books can help students become acquainted with independent learning without teacher 
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guidance, either individually or in groups. As a result, students should be able to use them 

independently as well as in groups. According to Zaelani and Margunani (2016), supporting 

research from this study, the use of the library is a center for student interaction with books, so 

the library is very influential in the learning process. The use of the school library has a very 

small effect on learning achievement because many other factors influence learning 

achievement, which are influenced by students' interest in learning and their surroundings. 

 

According to Novriliam and Yunaldi (2012), the school library is used as a center for teaching 

and learning resources, which is in line with the opinion of Zaelani, R Margunani, M. If the 

school library plays an effective role in supporting the teaching and learning process, students 

will gain more knowledge, which will help them achieve their own learning goals. Libraries, 

according to Novriliam and Yunaldi (2012), play an important role in the learning process, so 

that learning objectives can be aided by the school library. Libraries have an impact on student 

achievement because they are an essential part of the educational system. Meanwhile, the 

school library, according to Riska (2019), is a significant source of learning. Libraries are very 

useful for students in terms of learning resources, in addition to being useful for teachers in 

terms of finding references. When students use the library as a learning resource, their academic 

performance improves. The theories and hypotheses put forward in this study, namely the 

influence of the school library on the learning achievement of fourth grade students at SD 

Negeri 04 OKU, are true. 

 

The Effect of Reading Interest on Academic Achievement 

 

According to the results of the above hypothesis, the variable of reading interest on the learning 

achievement of fourth grade students of SD Negeri 4 OKU has no effect with a significance of 

0.000 0.005, indicating that Ho is rejected. There is no significant effect because the increase 

in learning achievement is caused by factors other than a student's interest in reading, such as 

inadequate learning facilities, failure to complete assignments, and a lack of ability to manage 

study time. 

 

According to Slameto's opinion, the fourth grade students of SD Negeri 04 OKU have a 

moderate level of interest in reading. Interest in reading is a sense of preference and a sense of 

interest in a thing or activity that can be expressed without anyone telling, an interest can be 

expressed through a statement that shows that students prefer one thing to another. Students 

who are interested in a particular subject tend to pay more attention to that subject (Slameto, 

2010). Reading is the most important factor that can influence student achievement. Because 

students with a strong interest in reading will easily complete the assignments assigned by the 

teacher. He will also be extremely curious about knowledge. 

 

This is consistent with the viewpoint of Bafadal (2014), who claims that reading is a factor that 

makes people smart, knowledgeable, and useful. As a result, in school, if students enjoy 

reading, it indicates that they are eager to expand their knowledge and learn new things. Expand 

your horizons and gain new insights. So that they will have high intelligence and civilization 

later in life and will be useful to themselves and others. 

 

Students who enjoy reading and learning will almost certainly find it easier to achieve high 

grades or learning accomplishments than students who do not enjoy reading. Reading interest 

and desire do not come naturally to anyone, including children and school-age children, but 
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they can be fostered and developed (Rosalin, 2008). Reading interest is also a person's 

enjoyment of reading because he believes it will benefit him (Ratnasari, 2016). 

 

Kurniawati (2013) supports this research by stating that reading interest is more than just a 

desire to read but also what students read. Whether or not favorite reading has advantages, if 

what students read is textbooks and material presented by the teacher, it means that it has a 

significant impact on student achievement. However, most students do not see much benefit 

from reading, so it has no effect on their learning achievement. According to Widodo et al 

(2020), because students' interest in reading is closely related to their own motivation, it is 

necessary to create a learning environment that facilitates reading activities. Reading interest 

influences learning achievement when students' readings are related to academics or make 

references in completing study assignments. Meanwhile, reading is a student's skill, whereas 

interest is a student's desire. If students are not aware of the importance of reading, they will 

not read for pleasure. Readings must also be related to the subjects taught by the students or be 

references that aid in learning. Because there are many other factors that support increased 

learning achievement, such as repeating the lessons taught by the teacher and time management 

in learning, student interest in reading has little effect on student achievement. While the 

hypothesis in this study addressed whether or not library utilization had a significant influence 

on the learning achievement of fourth grade students at SD Negeri 04 OKU. 

 

The Effect of Library Utilization and Reading Interest on Learning Achievement 

 

According to the results of the above hypothesis, the two variables of school library utilization 

and reading interest on the learning achievement of fourth grade students of SD Negeri 4 OKU 

have no effect with a significance of 0.000 0.005, indicating that Ho is rejected. There is no 

statistically significant relationship between the two variables X and Y. Not only does the use 

of the school library and reading interest affect learning achievement, but there are other factors 

that support the increase in learning achievement, such as learning motivation, less effective 

learning time management, and many others. 

 

Learning achievement is the result of an educational assessment of students' learning 

development and progress. Achievement demonstrates the outcomes of school students' 

participation in activities. Mastery of the material taught by the teacher and the values 

contained in the curriculum can be used to assess student activities in schools. Furthermore, 

time and opportunity are factors that influence learning achievement. Because each person's 

time and opportunity are so different, it affects the differences in students' abilities. As a result, 

students who have a lot of time and opportunity to learn outperform those who have little time 

and opportunity to learn. 

 

According to Puspitasari (2012), who supports this research, the use of school libraries for 

students is a very good thing because libraries are a source of knowledge. If students are 

uninterested in reading, they will be unmotivated to visit the library. The school library is not 

only a place for students to read, but it also has a variety of activities for students to participate 

in. Readings read by students have an effect on improving student achievement; in other words, 

readings related to textbooks can affect student achievement. Meanwhile, Astuti et al. (2020) 

claim that using school libraries in continuous learning can turn students who don't like to read 

into readers. Students can develop a stronger sense of curiosity by reading. Students' 

achievement is also greatly influenced by the readings they choose. While the hypothesis in 

this study answered that the variable X1 had an effect on the use of school libraries with 
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significant learning achievement, Ho was accepted, while there was no significant effect on 

reading interest with learning achievement in the X2 variable, Ho was rejected. The effects of 

school library use and reading interest on fourth-grade students' learning achievement at SD 

Negeri 04 OKU. 

 

D. Conclusion 
 

The use of the school library has a significant positive effect (X1) on student achievement (Y). 

Reading interest (X2) has no significant positive effect on student achievement (Y). Reading 

interest (X1) and library utilization (X2) have no significant positive effect on student learning 

achievement (Y). According to the findings of this study, reading interest and library utilization 

do not have a significant impact on the learning achievement of fourth-grade students at SD 

Negeri 04 OKU. 
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