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Abstract: Corruption has become a pressing concern in Indonesia, penetrating 
various sectors of society. Tackling this issue, integrity education at the tertiary level 
has emerged as an underexplored strategic solution. This study aims to analyze the 
effectiveness and role of integrity education in fostering anti-corruption commitment 
among university students. A systematic literature review examines diverse 
integrity education strategies and implementations. Results indicate that integrity 
education positively influences individuals’ awareness and attitudes toward corrupt 
practices. Challenges, however, persist in fully integrating these concepts into 
curricula and promoting active student engagement. The main conclusion 
emphasizes the crucial role of integrity education in cultivating a resilient anti-
corruption generation within universities. Implications encompass the need for 
interdisciplinary collaboration and partnerships to develop a comprehensive 
approach. Practical recommendations include innovative teaching methods and 
further research to assess integrity education’s impact on higher education. This 
study contributes to comprehending anti-corruption efforts through integrated 
integrity education within research limitations. 
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A. Introduction 

 
Corruption, an insidious and far-reaching phenomenon, has deeply entrenched itself 
in various facets of Indonesian society, posing significant challenges to the nation’s 
development and governance endeavors. The detrimental consequences of 
corruption span from eroding public trust to impeding economic progress. Against 
this backdrop, the role of integrity education within higher education institutions 
emerges as a powerful and promising avenue to mold a generation of individuals 
unwaveringly committed to eradicating corruption from its roots. This synthesis 
seamlessly merges an introductory context with a comprehensive review of existing 
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literature, shedding light on the pivotal role of integrity education in this pressing 
context. 
 
Integrity education, characterized by its mission to nurture individuals with 
unwavering moral values, strong ethics, and unassailable integrity, is a formidable 
weapon against corrupt practices. Existing research underscores its efficacy in 
thwarting and minimizing corruption. Countries accorded precedence to integrity 
education consistently exhibit lower corruption perception indices, a testament to 
the positive impact of instilling ethical fortitude. Notwithstanding these 
commendable strides in understanding, an apparent research gap persists, 
beckoning further exploration and insights. 
 
Recent scholarly inquiries further illuminate the potential and ramifications of 
integrity education in higher education. (Firman et al., 2021) accentuate the pivotal 
role of character education in fomenting consciousness and cultivating attitudes 
adverse to corruption. (Saifulloh, 2017; Setiawan, 2023; Wati, 2022) underscore the 
indispensable position of universities in nurturing anti-corruption values, fostering a 
transformative shift in the ethical cognizance of students. 
 
Moreover, (Sujadi et al., 2022) undertake a cross-national analysis, juxtaposing anti-
corruption education methodologies in Indonesia, Malaysia, and Singapore, offering 
insights into tailored strategies for distinct contexts. (Basri et al., 2022; Rosikah & 
Listianingsih, 2022) shed light on the affirmative influence of integrity education on 
molding student attitudes resistant to corruption. 
 
(Sinaga et al., 2022; Sintia, 2023) delve into the role of integrity education in 
amplifying student integrity at the University of Indonesia. (Disyahputra, 2023; 
Khairunnisa & Permana, 2022) traverse the terrain of integrity education’s challenges 
and ramifications in the Indonesian landscape. 
 
While extant studies have predominantly scrutinized short-term outcomes such as 
immediate shifts in attitudes and heightened awareness, a compelling need exists to 
delve into the enduring effects of integrity education on students’ conduct and 
ethical decision-making well beyond their academic years. This inquiry seeks to 
bridge the chasm by unearthing the sustained influence of integrity education on 
shaping behavior and fostering ethical judgment as individuals transition into 
various societal roles. 
 
B. Methods 
 
This study adopts a qualitative research approach to fully explore the efficacy of 
integrity education and its impact on anti-corruption attitudes among university 
students. The qualitative approach makes it easier to fully explore the complex 
interactions and underlying causes influencing students’ attitudes and behaviors 
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regarding corruption. Library research is the main strategy used in this study to 
gather data. Library research is a systematic and thorough method of gathering 
information from various sources, such as books, scholarly articles, reports, legal 
documents, and relevant online resources. This methodological decision is 
supported by the knowledge that building a solid foundation for analyzing and 
interpreting results requires a thorough review of existing literature. 
 
To ensure their relevance, recency, and credibility, the literature sources used for 
library research must be carefully chosen using strict criteria. It is believed that a 
wide variety of sources can offer a well-rounded perspective on integrity education 
and anti-corruption initiatives within higher education. Academic databases, 
reputable journals, institutional repositories, and official government publications 
are among the most important sources of information. Research in libraries serves 
many different purposes. To fill in the gaps in integrity education and anti-
corruption initiatives within university settings, it is necessary to identify significant 
trends, theoretical frameworks, best practices, challenges, and opportunities. The 
knowledge gained from this thorough literature review forms the cornerstone for the 
subsequent synthesis, analysis, and formulation of conclusive findings. 
 
After gathering the relevant literature, a systematic data synthesis and analysis 
process is carried out. To learn more about the effects of integrity education on 
students’ anti-corruption attitudes, it is necessary to organize and categorize the data 
extracted from various sources. Iterative analysis promotes the emergence of 
nuanced viewpoints and aids in developing a thorough understanding of the 
research topic. 
 
It’s important to be aware of any potential drawbacks to using libraries for research. 
These drawbacks include the lack of primary data collection and the inherent 
subjectivity in source selection. A rigorous approach to source quality assessment is 
used to mitigate these limitations and ensure the inclusion of reliable and diverse 
viewpoints to increase the study’s robustness. 
 
A systematic methodology is followed throughout the process to achieve research 
rigor. This entails the deliberate choice, assessment, and synthesis of literature. 
According to predetermined standards, the value of literature sources is assessed, 
and steps are taken to reduce bias and strengthen the reliability of the conclusions. 
The integrity of the research is upheld by upholding transparency and rigor. 
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Figure 1. Research Methodology Flowchart 

 

C. Results and Discussion 
 
Corruption in Indonesia and the Imperative for Anti-Corruption Education 
 

The escalating levels of corruption in Indonesia have cast a shadow over various 
facets of society, challenging the nation’s growth and potential despite its abundant 
natural resources. The negative ramifications of corruption extend beyond the 
economic sphere, tarnishing Indonesia’s international image and eroding diplomatic 
relations. 
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Transparency International’s Corruption Perceptions Index of 2017 ranked Indonesia 
at the 96th position out of 180 countries, signifying the severity of the issue 
(Kementerian Pendidikan dan Kebudayaan Republik Indonesia, 2013). The economic 
implications are substantial, with corruption cited as the most significant hindrance 
to conducting business in Indonesia, according to the Global Competitiveness Report 
2017-2018. The resultant decline in foreign investment has hampered economic 
growth and affected multiple sectors (Kementerian Pendidikan dan Kebudayaan 
Republik Indonesia, 2013). 
 
In response, the Indonesian government has taken steps to address corruption 
through institutions such as the Corruption Eradication Commission. However, a 
more proactive and preventive approach is required, and this is where anti-
corruption education within higher education institutions plays a pivotal role. By 
nurturing a generation of university students with a strong moral compass and an 
aversion to corrupt practices, the groundwork for a more ethical society can be 
established. 
 
The Significance of Anti-Corruption Education and Character Development 
 
Anti-corruption education is pivotal in shaping ethical individuals, with character 
development paramount. It is widely acknowledged that academic excellence alone 
falls short; a solid moral foundation is crucial to guide students’ behavior and 
decision-making processes effectively. The virtues instilled through character 
education, including honesty, empathy, and fairness, are integral components in 
fostering a society that is resilient to corruption. 
 
In a notable collaboration during the 2009/2010 academic year, the Corruption 
Eradication Commission (KPK) joined forces with the Bandung Institute of 
Technology (ITB) to introduce a specialized course centered around anti-corruption 
principles. “Anti-Corruption Education” significantly equips students with the 
knowledge and practical tools to prevent, deter, and combat a diverse range of 
corrupt practices (Institut Teknologi Bandung, 2009). 
 
Furthermore, 2015 witnessed Gadjah Mada University (UGM) taking proactive 
measures by introducing an anti-corruption course. This course draws upon 
comprehensive studies spanning various fields of corruption-related knowledge. In 
addition to the formal anti-corruption curriculum, UGM has raised awareness about 
anti-corruption issues through student-led extracurricular activities, fostering a 
holistic and multi-faceted approach to combating corruption within the university 
community (Republika, 2015). 
 
An essential dimension of character education is its emphasis on cultivating robust 
ethical reasoning skills among students. This emphasis becomes particularly relevant 
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in combatting corruption, as students often grapple with intricate moral dilemmas. 
By empowering students with the capacity for principled decision-making, anti-
corruption-focused character education equips them to navigate situations where 
ethical considerations take precedence. 
 
A core aspect of character education is its capacity to impart virtuous qualities and 
fortify individuals with the resilience to withstand external pressures. Cultivating a 
well-defined moral identity empowers individuals to stand firm against corrupt 
influences, thereby upholding and promoting ethical principles. This ability to resist 
holds particular significance in environments where corruption has taken root, 
serving as a critical deterrent against the erosion of integrity and the perpetuation of 
corrupt practices. 
 
Research by (Marvianta & Sunardi, 2016) sheds light on the uniformity of students’ 
understanding of corruption. Overall, students exhibit similar perceptions of various 
aspects of corruption, including violating norms, negative impacts, and profit 
motives. This shared understanding enables targeted efforts to prevent corruption, 
encompassing all students and strengthening the endeavor to foster a robust culture 
of integrity among Indonesia’s younger generation. 
 
Challenges and Strategies for Effective Anti-Corruption Education 
 
A study at the University of Indonesia’s Faculty of Public Health aimed to evaluate 
corruption knowledge and the necessity for anti-corruption education (Ayuningtyas, 
2018). The findings revealed that among 198 surveyed students, there was a limited 
grasp of corruption knowledge, with only 64.64% demonstrating awareness. 
However, encouragingly, unanimous support (100%) emerged from students and 
experts for implementing anti-corruption education. Moreover, 92.4% of 
respondents advocated for its seamless integration into the curriculum, with 
recommended instructional approaches including discussions, case studies, and 
role-play techniques. The study emphasized the urgency of integrating anti-
corruption education into the curriculum, citing the glaring gap in knowledge and 
highlighting the significance of overcoming challenges despite the institution’s 
potential and the existing curriculum constraints. 
 
Nonetheless, integrating anti-corruption education within the higher education 
framework is not without its hurdles. The prevailing institutional emphasis on 
teaching, research, and knowledge application can inadvertently overshadow the 
importance of character education. To overcome this obstacle, a concerted effort is 
required to underscore the value of anti-corruption education to foster ethical and 
responsible citizens. 
 
The formidable demands of the academic curriculum further compound the 
challenge. The limited time available for educational pursuits necessitates thoughtful 
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curricular planning to accommodate anti-corruption initiatives (Ayuningtyas, 2018) 
effectively. This calls for innovative strategies to weave ethical discussions into the 
existing academic subjects seamlessly. 
 
Given Indonesia’s diverse student body encompassing a spectrum of cultural 
backgrounds, an inclusive approach becomes imperative. Striking a delicate balance 
between universal ethical principles and cultural sensitivity is essential to ensure 
that the message of anti-corruption education resonates universally among students. 
 
One of the most intricate challenges lies in assessing the tangible impact of anti-
corruption education. The inherently abstract nature of ethical behavior and 
character development presents difficulties in devising quantifiable metrics. Thus, 
developing effective assessment tools tailored to capture the multifaceted outcomes 
of anti-corruption education becomes a pivotal endeavor to substantiate its efficacy. 
 
A holistic approach to anti-corruption education involves integrating ethical 
considerations across academic disciplines. By infusing discussions of ethical 
dilemmas into various subjects, students can develop a comprehensive 
understanding of the real-world implications of their choices. 
 
Experiential learning, particularly through community engagement and service-
learning initiatives, enhances the effectiveness of anti-corruption education. Practical 
exposure to ethical challenges empowers students to apply theoretical knowledge, 
fostering a deeper appreciation for ethical behavior. 
 
Establishing a campus culture that values integrity reinforces the principles of anti-
corruption education. University policies, events, and interpersonal interactions play 
a role in shaping students’ ethical outlook. By cultivating an environment where 
integrity is celebrated, universities can amplify the impact of anti-corruption 
education. 
 
Personal reflection and self-assessment are integral to character development. 
Encouraging students to introspection and self-evaluation enhances their 
commitment to ethical behavior. Activities like journaling and mindfulness practices 
allow students to nurture their moral identity. 
 
A holistic anti-corruption education approach necessitates collaboration among 
stakeholders. Students, faculty, administrators, parents, and the broader community 
should work together to create an environment that supports and reinforces anti-
corruption values. 
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D. Conclusion 
 

This study highlights the pressing need for effective anti-corruption education 
within higher education institutions in Indonesia. Despite widespread support for 
anti-corruption education, the findings underscore students’ limited knowledge of 
corruption. Integrating such education into the curriculum is crucial to equip 
students with the necessary tools and ethical reasoning skills to combat corruption. 
Challenges, including curriculum constraints and assessing the impact of character 
development, must be addressed through innovative strategies. A collaborative 
approach involving students, faculty, and the broader community is essential to 
create a culture that values integrity and actively works towards a corruption-free 
society. By prioritizing anti-corruption education, higher education institutions can 
contribute significantly to fostering ethical individuals and driving positive societal 
change. 
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